
Co-Chair  reports                                                                                                                            
(Heather)  

We are delighted to report another active year with dedicated work going on in a variety of areas. 

Carbon Conversations  Thanks to Lucy, we gained a grant of £500 from the Bedford Borough 
Community Chest fund, to support Carbon Conversations facilitator training. Six of us followed a two day 
training in April giving BCCF the capacity to facilitate  short courses for small groups wanting to reduce 
their carbon footprints.   There is a signup sheet for those interested in the next course. Dates are 
flexible, depending on participants.  

Film Evenings Monthly meetings on the 2nd Wednesday have continued to offer a chance to meet up, 
watch environmental sustainability-themed films and then discuss our reactions, sometimes with vegan 
refreshments.  Wider publicity through MailChimp, Facebook, We are Bedford, The Clanger, etc, has  
brought in new people.   Films have included Passion for Planet, Before the Flood, Sea of Life, Surviving 
Progress, A Circular Economy.  Subjects like Bees(Live like a Bee, Love like a Bee, Save the Planet) or 
Consumerism(The Story of Stuff) led by BCCF committee members Colin and John respectively, have 
offered a specialist input and been much appreciated. We welcome your  views on the Film Evenings. 
Please use the survey questionnaire in this mailing.                                                                                          
We owe special thanks to Tim Coombes, who after discussion orders  and screens the films, Lucy for 
her great promotional talents, and committee members such as Craig, who have sensitively facilitated 
the discussions.   Dr Diana Pritchard, BCCF committee member and staff member of the University of 
Bedfordshire, has enabled us to use this venue without charge for which we are grateful. 

Electric Vehicles  We held an Electric Vehicle event here in September with informed presentations and 
hands on experience of the Renault Zoe, Nissan Leaf, and BMW i3 EVs.   I have since become the 
owner of a used Renault Zoe, enjoying the serene driving experience, to be reported shortly on the 
BCCF website.    Luton Council showed the way ahead last week in their EV event in Luton town centre, 
with news of the new car club,  the increase in charging points, and an electric powered "vulture" waste 
collection lorry. We welcome their new Sustainable Travel Coordinator, Victoria Jersova, with her ideas 
for linking up transport and promoting cycling, walking and park-and- ride. 

Air quality was investigated with a nitrogen dioxide  monitor outside a local school, which we found to 
be not far off the maximum allowed. We would be interested in doing further monitoring if funding was 
available for the equipment. We watch with interest media reports on reducing  air pollution especially 
where the public can be engaged(eg the BBC2 documentary Fighting for Air from Kings Heath, 
Birmingham Jan 11th 2018).  

Sustainable Community Our project to map sustainability sites in Bedfordshire initiated by Tim 
welcomes your suggestions, but would also welcome another volunteer or two to work on gathering 

information. Go to WHAT CAN I DO 
. . .

 , then SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY MAP on the website 
bedsclimatechange.wordpress.com. Find solar farms, wind farms, and organic and vegan food links. 

DEFRA consultation. BCCF continues to respond to government policy, and our consultation response 
to  The Future for Food, Farming and the Environment from DEFRA will be on the BCCF 
website(closing date 11.45pm 8th May). 

Website and social media  Grateful thanks go to Lucy for operating the excellent BCCF website and 
the Twitter account, and Jane who administers our informative and interesting BCCF Facebook page. 

The Arts. In a new take on Beethoven's Ode to Joy, David has written inspirational climate change 
words which express the joy in making the changes we need, entitled Beethoven, People and Planet. 

And thanks to the entire  hard-working committee and everybody who supports our activities in this 
important cause! 

 



Co-Chair’s report (Lucy)                                                                                                                                        

Covanta campaign Much of last year was occupied with formulating responses in opposition to the 
Covanta incinerator at Stewartby. BCCF very much take (UKWIN) UK Without Incineration’s position, 
and campaign for a genuine transition to a circular economy. Our opposition to Covanta’s incinerator is 
based on concerns both for the environment and human health (air quality and climate change). David 
and Heather organised a well-supported public meeting in the Corn Exchange in the Autumn before the 
Environment Agency’s final consultation. Please support the Bedfordshire Against Covanta 
Incinerator crowd funder for a judicial review against the recent granting of an Environment 
Agency permit: https://bedsagainstincinerator.wordpress.com 

BCCF Outreach In brief, we’ve been involved with various events over the last year: 

-We supported the Precious Earth Art Exhibition at the Bunyan Basement in October, followed by a zero 
waste stall and showing of Story of Stuff short films. New members were attracted who’ve since come to 
our films. 

-Pip Sadler and I ran a zero waste stall at Cranfield Green Week in November and had useful 
conversations with staff and students there. 

-John Huckle and I gave a joint presentation on climate change to Mark Rutherford 6th formers in 
December. Several asked interesting questions and made thoughtful comments. 

-Most of the committee took part in another successful climate collaborations event in November at the 
University of Bedfordshire, organised by Dr Diana Pritchard. It took the form of a model UN climate 
negotiation followed by talks and workshops and involved a number of community groups and high-
profile local figures as well as students and academic staff. 

-Heather and I ran another zero waste stall at Queens Park Community Orchard Xmas Fair and talked to 
people from various community groups. 

Government's Clean Growth Strategy. BCCF responded in writing to the Clean Growth Strategy, 
pointing out the need for further action and that key targets were being missed. An upcoming film 
evening will be dedicated to this subject, facilitated by John Huckle. And we will continue to scrutinise 
the CGS. 

Luton Borough Waste consultation. BCCF has responded in writing to this recent waste consultation. 
Luton has a poor 35% recycling rate. 40% of waste there is currently food waste. Energy from waste 
(incineration) is used by the Borough. 

Bromham Road Bridge A new campaign that links transport and air pollution arises with the 
replacement (probably next Spring) of Bromham Road bridge, being raised due to electrification. It’s a 
once–in-a-lifetime opportunity for this polluted bottle-neck into Bedford to have safe cycle and pedestrian 
access, to offer more sustainable travel to and from schools & the station and the many new large 
developments on that side of town. I’ve written to the Network Rail, the Mayor, Charles Royden and 
Bedford’s MP who are in agreement. Please respond to the Network Rail consultation: 
consultations.networkrail.co.uk/communications/bromham-road-bridge or email 
L2CTWAO@networkrail.co.uk 

• Future dates                                                                                                                                          
May 31st in London, we will attend Tackling Climate Change, a lecture given by Christiana 
Figueres,  Executive Secretary of the UN FCCC, who led the process towards the 2015 Paris 
Climate Agreement.             

• June 13th 7.30pm film evening, The Clean Growth Strategy led by John Huckle. 
• A BCCF June visit to the first unsubsidised Solar Farm, Clayhill, near Flitwick. Details to be 

announced. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


